
м 

 

UNLOPS 
UNITED NATIONS LIAISON  
OFFICE FOR PEACE AND  
SECURITY, BRUSSELS 

 

BXL BULLETIN 

International partnerships have proven to be tenacious 
amid a global pandemic, not least the partnerships between 
the United Nations, the European Union and NATO on 
peace and security related work.  In a world in which crises 
are complex, regular dialogue between key international 
actors remains vital to ensure effective cooperation on the 
ground. This 20th issue of the UNLOPS newsletter pro-
vides a snapshot of recent UN peace and security partner-
ship activities in Brussels in the spirit of Chapter VIII of 
the UN Charter. 

The spirit of the UN-EU partnership was expressed on a 
chilly autumn evening in Brussels on 24 October when EU 
headquarters was lit up in blue to mark the 75th anniversary 
of the United Nations, giving cause for reflection on what 
has been achieved and what will be required through inter-
national partnerships over the coming 75 years to advance 
the United Nations and ôwe the peoples of the United Na-
tionsõ.  The European External Action Service (EEAS) had 
also cause to reflect at the end of 2020, having been in ex-
istence for ten years and in that period having established 
itself as a central fulcrum in the international system. HR/
VP Borrell has set forth a so-called Strategic Compass ex-
ercise that will help determine the EUõs security and de-
fence culture into the future. While the work of the Con-
ference on the Future of Europe has been pushed back, it 
is expected to soon commence, which will offer an oppor-
tunity to embark on a visioning exercise with European 
citizens. For its part NATO has also embarked on a reflec-
tion exercise, NATO2030, to chart out the trajectory of 
the alliance over the coming decade.   

With the seminal resolution adopted by the UN General 
Assembly on 21 September 2020 - with reference to the 
declaration on the commemoration of the seventy-fifth 

anniversary of the United Nations - there is a firm 
roadmap that can help inform both EU and NATO reflec-
tion exercises around a set of global common objectives, 
including the need to boost partnerships and to promote 
peace and prevent conflicts. The Secretary-Generalõs call 
for a global ceasefire in times of COVID-19 is equally a 
central component that needs to be factored into interna-
tional partnerships and in this regard EU expressions of 
support for the ceasefire agenda is important, not least in 
the context of the EUõs political and programmatic priori-
ties in the year ahead. 

In terms of UNLOPS day to day work as set out in this 
newsletter, we are particularly pleased that we have been 
able to facilitate in recent months ôvirtual visitsõ of UN 
Special Representatives of the Secretary-General (SRSGs) 
to Brussels to enhance the field level cooperation. It has 
also been reassuring that regular institutional dialogue 
meetings have taken place, although in virtual format, 
which has notably bolstered practical cooperation on the 
ground where the UN, the EU and NATO are deployed 
side by side. In December UNLOPS wished a fond fare-
well to Ms. Annick Hiensch, who has been rewarded with 
a position at United Nation headquarters. As many readers 
will be aware, Annick has been a gold standard in the UN-
LOPS office since its creation in 2011 and established the 
UNOCT presence in Brussels. We wish her every success 
in her new post. 

Best wishes for the year ahead from the UNLOPS team, 

Rory Keane, Head of Office 
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The COVID-19 pandemic risks exacerbating the root 

causes of conflict, such as resource scarcity, inequali-

ty and food insecurity, and therefore poses a severe 

challenge to peace and security around the world. It is 

therefore crucial for international actors, including the 

EU and NATO, to integrate concrete actions in sup-

port of the peace and security dimension into the re-

sponse to the pandemic. 

òNATOõs main responsibility is to make sure this health 

crisis does not become a security crisisó, NATO Secretary 

General, Jens Stoltenberg, said during a speech at the Riga 

Conference on 13 November. Throughout 2020, the Alli-

ance took concrete steps to strengthen the civilian re-

sponse to the pandemic, delivering critical supplies around 

the world with some 350 flights and engaging approxi-

mately half a million troops in the construction of around 

100 field hospitals. Utilising the NATO Pandemic Re-

sponse Trust Fund as well as the stockpile for medical 

equipment, both established in 2020, NATO delivered 

vital medical supplies to members. Since the outbreak of 

the pandemic, NATOõs Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response 

Coordination Centre (EADRCC) has coordinated a total 

of 22 requests for assistance from NATO and partner 

countries, as well as from the United Nations Office for 

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

 

As of 1 November 2020, the EUõs Team Europe package, 

which was launched on 8 April to support third countries 

in the fight against the pandemic and its consequences, has 

mobilised EUR 38.5 billion. Medical supplies from a Euro-

pean stockpile set up as part of the rescEU facility were 

sent to partner countries including North Macedonia, 

Montenegro, Serbia and Ukraine. In addition, the EU has 

been active in furthering international debt relief efforts. In 

a blog post published on 27 November HR/VP Josep 

Borrell highlighted the increasing debt vulnerability in low 

income countries, stressing that if the issue is not ad-

dressed rapidly, it could fuel increasing poverty and global 

instability. On 30 November, the Council adopted conclu-

sions underlining the EU's support for a coordinated inter-

national approach on debt relief efforts for African coun-

tries. The EU raised the issue in a number of bilateral 

meetings, including during the EU-China Leaders Meeting 

on 30 December. Seeking to strengthen the international 

communityõs capability to address future health crises, Eu-

ropean Council President Michel called for the first inter-

national treaty on pandemics within the framework of the 

WHO during the Special Session of the UN General As-

sembly on 3 and 4 December. × 

Facing COVID -19  

The EU and NATO continue to support the peace and security dimension  

tƛŎǘǳǊŜΥ 9¦ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_179489.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_179489.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/89525/debt-urgent-need-global-recovery-initiative_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/nl/press/press-releases/2020/11/30/debt-relief-efforts-for-african-countries-council-approves-conclusions/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/nl/press/press-releases/2020/11/30/debt-relief-efforts-for-african-countries-council-approves-conclusions/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/STATEMENT_20_2546
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-new-york/89793/statement-president-eu-council-un-general-assembly-special-session-covid-19_en
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Keeping and Sustaining Peace: Institutional Dialogue  

The Steering Committee aims to identify concrete joint 

actions in order to deliver on the UN-EU Strategic Part-

nership Priorities on Peace Operations and Crisis Manage-

ment for 2019-2021, which it endorsed in 2018. The 28th 

semi-annual EU-UN Steering Committee on Crisis Man-

agement took place in virtual format on 27 November, co-

chaired by UN Under-Secretary-General (USG) for Peace 

Operations, Jean-Pierre Lacroix, and EEAS Deputy Secre-

tary-General for the EUõs Common Security and Defence 

Policy (CSDP) and Crisis Response, Charles Fries. They 

were also joined by USG for Political and Peacebuilding 

Affairs, Rosemary DiCarlo, USG for Operational Support, 

Atul Khare, and Assistant Secretary-General (ASG) for 

Africa, Bintou Keita. Discussions focused on practical 

cooperation between missions and operations in areas of 

mutual engagement. Participants also discussed new secu-

rity challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, agree-

ing to enhance EU-UN cooperation. Participants stressed 

the importance of maintaining the ongoing format for 

informal exchanges on lessons-learned regarding the 

COVID-19 impact on field missions and operations. The 

Steering Committee also agreed on the importance of 

strengthening EU-UN cooperation on the integration of 

the women, peace and security agenda into peace process-

es, and of strengthening womenõs leadership and participa-

tion in peace and political processes. × 
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In a world in which conflicts and crises grow ever more complex, regular dialogue between key international 

actors in the area of peace and security remains vital, laying the foundations for close and effective cooperation 

on the ground. Offering platforms to build close interorganisational cooperation at the leadership level, both 

the EU-UN Steering Committee on Crisis Management, the UN-EU Dialogue on Counter-Terrorism, and the 

UN -NATO Staff Talks remain cornerstones of the UNõs engagement with key partners on peace and security 

matters. 

UN-EU Steering Committee on Crisis Management  
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On 2 December, the 3rd UN-EU Leadersõ Dialogue on 

Counter-Terrorism took place virtually, co-chaired by USG 

for Counter-Terrorism, Vladimir Voronkov, and the Di-

rector for Security and Defence Policy at the EEAS, Ms 

Joanneke Balfoort, and with the participation of 16 UN 

Global Compact on Counter-Terrorism entities. Discus-

sions focused on the upcoming review of the UN Global 

Counter-Terrorism Strategy and on the preparations for 

the 2021 UN Counter Terrorism Week, where the EU will 

be actively supporting the first ever Global Congress of 

Victims of Terrorism. Highlighting that multilateral part-

nerships are key to address the threat of terrorism, the UN 

and the EU agreed to move forward on practical coopera-

tion, for example to promote accountability and reintegra-

tion and rehabilitation of foreign terrorist fighters and their 

families in Central Asia. Aiming to further increase ex-

changes and to continue to foster cooperation between the 

EU and the UN on counter-terrorism, the EU announced 

that it would deploy a dedicated counter-terrorism liaison 

officer to the EU Delegation to the UN in New York.  

The UN and NATO maintain exchange through annual 

UN-NATO Staff Talks. In this framework, talks with the 

participation of NATO Deputy Secretary General Mircea 

Geoanņ and USGs Rosemary DiCarlo, Jean-Pierre Lacroix 

and Atul Khare took place on 29 June 2020, as reported in 

a previous issue of this Bulletin. In November 2020, a 

working level format enabled exchange on a number of 

technical issues relevant in both the UN and NATO work 

on peace and security, including countering improvised 

explosives devices, an ominous threat in peacekeeping and 

mission contexts. Other areas of discussion during the 

talks in November covered issues around Women, Peace 

and Security (WPS) and child protection in armed conflict.  

On 8 June, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 

launched the NATO 2030 reflection process as òan oppor-

tunity to reflect on where we see our Alliance ten years 

from now, and how it will continue to keep us safe in a 

more uncertain world.ó As part of the reflection process, 

Secretary General Stoltenberg tasked a group of ten inde-

pendent experts with developing concrete suggestions for 

the future of the Alliance, in particular regarding cohesion 

and NATOõs political role, including with regard to coop-

eration with international partners. To inform its work, the 

expert group conducted extensive consultations within and 

outside of NATO. USGs Rosemary DiCarlo, Jean-Pierre 

Lacroix, Mark Lowcock, Izumi Nakamitsu and Vladimir 

Voronkov were consulted in the framework of the pro-

cess. The results of the report, which the expert group 

handed over to Secretary General Stoltenberg on 25 No-

vember, will help inform further deliberations in advance 

of this yearõs NATO Summit. 

On 9 December, the NATO Defence College, as part of 

the NATO 2030 reflection process, held a webinar on 

òNATOõs partnerships and security networks in a contest-

ed multilateral orderó. UNLOPS Head of Office, Rory 

Keane, gave a presentation during the event, notably ad-

dressing possible cooperation between both organisations 

in the area of peace operations. × 

Update on UN -NATO Partnership  

UN-EU Dialogue on Counter -Terrorism  
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A first informal discussion between the UN and the EU on Climate Security  

On 4 December 2020, a first EU-UN informal dialogue on 

climate security was organized by UNLOPS and the Brus-

sels offices of UNDP and UNEP via videoconference to 

provide a platform for an interactive exchange between 

the EU and the UN on good practices to strengthen the 

consideration of climate-related security risks at the policy 

level, illustrated by concrete examples from the country/

regional level. DPPA staff in the UN Climate Security 

Mechanism in New York held an exchange with partici-

pants from the EEAS and the Commission where they 

shared a common understanding of the importance of ad-

dressing the links between climate change and security, a 

defining issue of our time, around which there is growing 

political momentum. The role climate change plays as a 

risk multiplier was emphasised, as was the importance of 

integrating a climate dimension in early warning systems 

and prevention.  

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_176193.htm
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2020/12/pdf/201201-Reflection-Group-Final-Report-Uni.pdf
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UN-EU Strategic Partnership Priorities on Peace Operations and Crisis Management  
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Partnership Priority 2: Cooperation between Missions and Operations  

The UN and EU signed a Framework Agreement for the 

Provision of Mutual Support on 29 September in New 

York at a signing ceremony between USG for Operational 

Support, Atul Khare, and the Head of the EU Delegation 

to the United Nations, Ambassador Olof Skoog. The 

Framework Agreement aims to facilitate operational en-

gagement between EU and UN field missions and opera-

tions in the areas of logistics, medical and security support.  

On 22 October, EEAS officials and a broad range of rep-

resentatives from the UN peace and security pillar held a 

stock-taking exercise facilitated by UNLOPS 

which focused on the implementation of the UN-EU Stra-

tegic Partnership priorities for 2019-2021. Participants 

discussed the state of implementation of the 8 UN-EU 

priorities (see box above) and exchanged views on what 

concrete actions could be taken forward over the final year 

of the joint initiative. Both sides agreed to move forward 

on the implementation of the UN-EU Framework Agree-

ment for the Provision of Mutual Support signed in New 

York on 29 September (see below). In addition, the EU 

and the UN agreed to cooperate in the framework of the 

preparations for the UN peacekeeping ministerial in Seoul. 

Participants also highlighted the importance of continuing 

to gather and share information and lessons on the impact 

of Covid-19 on missions and operations on the ground.   

Spotlight on UN -EU Partnership Priorities  
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Partnership Priority 3: Transitions  

On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of UN Security 

Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security 

(WPS), EU institutions held a number of events, 

highlighting the importance of moving forward on this 

agenda. On 27 October, the European Parliament 

published the òSHEcurity Indexó report, which takes 

stock of participation and representation of women in 

decision-making in foreign and security policy in EU and 

G20 countries and estimates the time needed to reach 

gender parity based on current progress levels. The report 

includes data jointly collected by the European Parliament 

Research Service, UN Women, NATO and others. In a 

statement issued on 29 October, HR/VP Josep Borrell 

called UNSC Resolution 1325 òa turning point in the way 

the international community has approached peace and 

security and the impact of conflict on women and girls.ó  

On 29 October, USG for Political and Peacebuilding 

Affairs Rosemary DiCarlo briefed the European 

Parliamentõs committee on security and defence (SEDE) 

on WPS. USG DiCarlo commended those EU member 

states that have developed national action plans. The USG 

called on the EU to lead by example by nominating and 

appointing women to senior roles in foreign and security 

policy and including women in peacekeeping missions, 

special political missions and delegations to peace 

negotiations. She further stressed the importance of a 

holistic approach to foreign and security policy that works 

towards eliminating the root causes of inequality.  
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Partnership Priority 1: Women, Peace and Security  
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After deploying a Transitions Consultant to the UNLOPS in 

May 2020, the UN Transitions Project has been able to ex-

pand its ties with EU and other Brussels-based actors. UN tran-

sitions, involving the withdrawal or drawdown of UN peace 

operations, represent a moment of heightened risk to the host 

nation and the international community. As the main provider 

of UN-wide support to enhance the way that UN transitions are 

planned and managed,  the Transitions Project seeks to find 

new ways to deepen the UN-EU strategic partnership. Through 

earlier and more institutionalized engagement, the UN and EU 

can together help strengthen and leverage their normative, po-

litical and operational support to assist host nations consolidate 

peacebuilding gains after mission withdrawal. 

A first exchange with the European External Action Service 

(EEAS) and the Foreign Policy Instrument (FPI) took place in 

the autumn 2020 after which a joint concept note mapping out 

the future UN-EU partnership was designed. The EU and UN 

have agreed to take forward their collaboration in the domain 

of transitions through the Strategic Partnership on Peace Oper-

ations and Crisis Management and at a later stage will seek to 

broaden the scope of their engagement to include cooperation 

on good offices as well as through programmatic convergence 

in peacebuilding. × 

http://shecurity.info/?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=42063feeb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_27_06_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-42063feeb0-190548127
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/87751/women-peace-and-security-statement-high-representativevice-president-josep-borrell-20th_en
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EU Update  

tƛŎǘǳǊŜΥ 9¦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

The EEAS marked its 10th anniversary on 1 December. 

In December, HR/VP Josep Borrell also announced that 

Stefano Sannino would steer the EEAS into its second 

decade as new Secretary General. Sannino assumed his 

duties on 1 January, succeeding Helga Schmid, who took 

up the role of Secretary General of the OSCE. 

On 31 December the one-year Brexit transition period 

between the EU and the UK ended. After intensive and 

difficult negotiations, a trade and cooperation agreement 

was reached last-minute on 24 December. The agreement, 

which defines the terms of the future bilateral relations 

between the UK and the EU, was signed on 30 December 

and became effective provisionally on 1 January. The 

European Parliament will vote on the agreement in the 

coming weeks, so that it can formally enter into force. 

Foreign policy, external security and defence cooperation 

is not covered by the agreement. Therefore, as of 1 

January 2021, there is no formal framework in place 

between the UK and the EU to develop and coordinate 

joint responses to foreign policy challenges. Speaking at a 

Foreign Affairs Council meeting on 25 January, HR/VP 

Borrell nevertheless stressed that the EU stands ready to 

engage with the UK on major global issues, including 

tackling climate change and the Coronavirus pandemic. 

On 10 December, EU leaders signed off on the EUR 

1.074 trillion long-term EU budget for 2021-27 (MFF) 

and the EUR 750 billion recovery fund, òNext Generation 

EUó (NGEU). The package was adopted after a 

compromise was brokered over the rule of law 

mechanism linked to the budget. With the new long-term 

budget, the EU is set to significantly increase its defence 

spending in the coming years. In the framework of the 

MFF, EUR 7 billion have been allocated to the European 

Defence Fund (EDF). In addition, the European Peace 

Facility (EPF) was established as an off-budget instrument 

to finance the EUõs security and defence policy. The 

Facility builds on the existing African Peace Facility and 

Athena mechanism, addressing gaps, as well as geographic 

and thematic limitations. In addition, the Facility will for 

the first time enable the EU to equip partner countriesõ 

armed forces under certain conditions and in line with 

specific principles. The Facility is worth EUR 5 billion and 

is expected to enter service by July 2021. Further, the 

European Parliament and EU Member States on 18 

December reached a political agreement on the 

Neighbourhood, Development and International 

Cooperation Instrument (NDICI), worth EUR 70.8billion 

(in 2018 prices). The Instrument, which forms part of the 

MFF, will support EU cooperation with third countries, 

and will cover geographic, thematic and rapid response 

components. 

The EU is currently moving forward on its preparations 

for the Conference on the Future of Europe, which will 

aim to involve European citizens in a wide-ranging debate 

on Europe's future. A decision on who will chair the 

conference is still pending. × 
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¶ hƴ нл bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ 9¦ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

/ƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŬƴŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлнл ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ όt9{/hύΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ  

9¦ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀǘŜŘ пс ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎŀǇŀπ

ōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƳŀǊƛπ

ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ŎȅōŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ нс ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻǊ ǊŜŀŎƘ 

Ŧǳƭƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлнрΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ȅŜŀǊǎ нлнм-нлнрΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ 

ƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ 9¦ /{5t Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŜŬǘΦ hƴ р 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƎŜƴπ

ŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴƻƴ-9¦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜȄπ

ŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ t9{/h 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ !ƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀǾŜƴŜ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ tǊƻπ

ƧŜŎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ōȅ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ 

¶ 9ǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9¦ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƻƴ нл bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǘƻƻƪ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ŬǊǎǘ 

ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴǇǳǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ 

ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻŀŘƳŀǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎΣ ŀ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ нлнмΣ ǘƘŜ нт 9¦ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŝƴπ

ƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŀƭπ

ȅǎƛǎΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜπ

ƳŜƴǘΣ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΦ 

¶ hƴ нр bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Iwκ±t 

.ƻǊǊŜƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ DŜƴŘŜǊ !Ŏǝƻƴ tƭŀƴ 

όD!tLLLύΥ ά!ƴ ŀƳōƛǝƻǳǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƻƳŜƴϥǎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 9¦ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀŎǝƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ 

ƻŦ D!t LLL ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǊƻŀŘƳŀǇ ǘƻ ǇǊƻπ

ƳƻǘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴϥǎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦Φ hƴ мс 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ 

ǘƘŜ 9¦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ 

нп 9¦ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ D!t LLLΦ 

¶ hƴ т 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 9¦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ũŀƛǊǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻƴ 9¦ tŜŀŎŜ aŜŘƛŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ Ŧƻǳƴπ

Řŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 9¦ ƳŜŘƛŀǝƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ 

ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ нллф ƛǘŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ 

5tt!κta5 ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴπ

ŎŜǇǘΦ   

¶ hƴ мф bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9¦ !Ŏǝƻƴ tƭŀƴ 

ƻƴ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ нлнл-нлнпΣ ǎŜǩƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ 9¦ϥǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀƳōƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ 

ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ !ǎ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ !Ŏǝƻƴ tƭŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 

ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭ 9¦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴǎ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ǘƻ 

ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳǎŜǎ ǿƻǊƭŘπ

ǿƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ !Ŏǝƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴ 9¦ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŘǳŜ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 9¦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎŜŎπ

ǘƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ /{5t Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀπ

ǝƻƴŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ƭŀǿΦ 

Iwκ±t .ƻǊǊŜƭƭ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ũŀƛǊǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ мф bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ  

tƛŎǘǳǊŜΥ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/11/05/eu-defence-cooperation-council-sets-conditions-for-third-state-participation-in-pesco-projects/
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/join-2020-17-final_en.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13947-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13573-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13573-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/46838/st12848-en20.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/46838/st12848-en20.pdf
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ 9¦ /ƻƳƳƻƴ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝπ

ŦŜƴŎŜ tƻƭƛŎȅ ό/{5tύ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΣ мо ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ 

¦b ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ !ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ рΣллл ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 

ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мм ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ с ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ 9¦/!t {ƻƳŀƭƛŀΣ 9¦¢a {ƻƳŀƭƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀπ

ǝƻƴ !¢![!b¢! ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлннΦ 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 

!¢![!b¢! ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŜȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ǘŀǎƪǎ ƛƴ 

ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǊŎƻǝŎ ŘǊǳƎǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 

ŀǎ ƴƻƴ-ŜȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ǘŀǎƪǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 

ŀǘ ǎŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 9¦/!t {ŀπ

ƘŜƭ bƛƎŜǊ ǳƴǝƭ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлннΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜΣ 

ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 

ŦƻǊŎŜǎ όL{CύΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ Ŧƻπ

ŎǳǎŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ 9¦/!t {ŀƘŜƭ aŀƭƛ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

нлно ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜΦ 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΣ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ 

ŀŘǾƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L{CΣ 

ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǊŜŘŜǇƭƻȅπ

ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L{C ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ aŀƭƛΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜπ

ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 

!ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ /Ŝƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /{5t Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƘŜƭ 

ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Dр {ŀƘŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴπ

Ŏƛƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 9¦¢a aŀƭƛ ǳƴǝƭ aŀȅ нлнп 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΣ 9¦¢a 

w/!Σ ǳƴǝƭ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлннΦ 9¦¢a aŀƭƛ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴ Ŝƴπ

ƘŀƴŎŜŘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴπ

ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜŎŜƴǘǊŀƭπ

ƛǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƻ-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƳŜƴǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ  

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊπ

ƛƴƎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ό9¦aa DŜƻǊƎƛŀύ ǳƴǝƭ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлннΦ 

hƴ мн hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ /ƻƴπ

Ŏƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ .ƻǎƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ IŜǊȊŜƎƻǾƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ 9¦Chw hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 

!ƭǘƘŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ǊŜŀŶǊƳŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ 9¦ϥǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

.ƻǎƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ IŜǊȊŜƎƻǾƛƴŀϥǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ¦b ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŀǝƻƴΩΦ ! 

{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ-

нлнм ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ 9¦Chwϥǎ Ŧǳπ

ǘǳǊŜ ǘŀǎƪǎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 9¦b!±Chw a95 LwLbL 

ŜȄǇƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΣ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄπ

ǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄπ

ǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ŬǾŜ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ /{5t Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 9¦.!a [ƛōȅŀΣ 9¦.!a wŀŦŀƘΣ 

9¦th[ /htt{Σ 9¦[9· YƻǎƻǾƻ ŀƴŘ 9¦!a ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ 

ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƛǊŜ ƛƴ нлнмΦ 
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Update: EU CSDP Missions and Operations  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/10/12/bosnia-and-herzegovina-council-adopts-conclusions/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/10/12/bosnia-and-herzegovina-council-adopts-conclusions/


мл 

 

The German EU Council Presidency  

Ahead of the launch of the German Council Presiden-

cy, German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas had an-

nounced that in order to overcome the consequences 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, Germany would make its 

EU Presidency a òcorona presidencyó. While the pan-

demic certainly dominated the German presidency 

and dictated its agenda, contributing to a ôstrong Eu-

rope in the worldõ was a key priority of Germanyõs 

programme for the 6-month period of its Presidency, 

which ran from July to December 2020. 

The German Presidency put a strong focus on strengthen-

ing the civilian components of CSDP. On 17 September, 

Germany opened a European Centre of Excellence for 

Civilian Crisis Management in Berlin, which will assist EU 

member states and institutions in implementing commit-

ments made under the Civilian CSDP Compact. Under the 

German Presidency, European Foreign Affairs Ministers 

endorsed eleven guiding principles for the implementation 

of the Civilian Compact in 2021. The Council equally wel-

comed the commitment of the second Annual Review 

Conference of the Civilian Compact, which took place on 

23 November, to fully deliver on the Compact by 2023 at 

the latest.  

At the start of the Presidency, German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel presented EU-China relations as one of the Presi-

dencyõs top priorities in the foreign policy domain. While 

the EU-China Summit planned for September could not 

take place due to the COVID-19 pandemic, agreement was 

reached on an EU-China investment deal after more than 

seven years of negotiations on 30 December. The Presi-

dencyõs ambitions to make a similar leap in EU-Africa rela-

tions with a new EU-Africa Strategy were not realised, as 

the EU-Africa Summit was cancelled last minute, with a 

new date yet to be agreed. The German Presidency also 

faced difficulties regarding migration and asylum policy. A 

new pact on migration and asylum, which the Commission 

presented in September, sparked renewed disputes 

amongst member states over issues such as mandatory 

relocation of migrants within the EU. × 

 A closer look at the Presidencyõs priorities on peace and security matters 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜΥ DŜǊƳŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ 
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https://www.eu2020.de/eu2020-en
https://www.welt.de/debatte/kommentare/article207211135/Heiko-Maas-Was-Europa-aus-der-Corona-Krise-lernen-kann.html
https://www.welt.de/debatte/kommentare/article207211135/Heiko-Maas-Was-Europa-aus-der-Corona-Krise-lernen-kann.html
https://www.eu2020.de/blob/2360248/e0312c50f910931819ab67f630d15b2f/06-30-pdf-programm-en-data.pdf

