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UN-EU Steering
Committees on
Crisis
Management

Todayos compl ex chall enges t o peace and security
multilateral cooperation. It is in the spirit of partnership that the United Nations (UN) and the

European Union (EU) held their 26th meeting of the bi -annual EU-UN Steering Committee on

Crisis Management on 20 November in Brussels, co -chaired by Jean -Pierre Lacroix , United

Nations Under -Secretary General (USG) for Peace Operations, and Pedro Serrano , Deputy

Secretary General (DSG) for the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) and Crisis

Response at the European External Action Service (EEAS).

. ) .. During the Steering Committee
UN-EU Strategic Partnership Priorities meeting, the EU and UN discussed

practical cooperation between

On 18 September 2018 the UN and EU set out eight joint respective missions and
priorities spanning the period 2019 -2021. operations in the field, areas of

: . mutual engagement, including
1. Women, I-Deace and Security. 5, Supp.ort of conﬂlhc.t the Sahel region, the Central
2 R el prevention and political African Republic (CAR), Somalia,
[pissions andicperatons. RIOCESSES: as well as rule of law and policing.
3. Planning and execution of 6. Cooperation on policing, the Participants also followed up on
fransitions. rule of law and SSR. their discussions from the 25 t© UN-
4. Facilitate EUg7MgRR®ArcAT addfed® FEU Steering Committee, which

contributions and support to UN

peace operations operations. took place on 26 April at UN

8. Cooperation on training and headquarters in New York.
capacity building.
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Women, Peace and Security

One of the eight priorities of the UN-EU
Strategic Partnership on peacekeeping
and crisis management is to cooperate
closely on the implementation of the

_ Women, Peace and Security agenda
and UN Security Council Resolution 1325,
including through  enhancing meaningful
participation of women and women civil

. society groups in conflict prevention and

85 peace operations

As part of this priority the EEAS, the Department of Peace Operations (DPO) and the

Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA) jointly organized on 21 November

aUN-EU Wor kshop (see picture) on Promoting Womenos
Operations, Crisis Management and Peace Processes at EU headquarters in Brussels, with

expert participation from EU capitals, gender advisers, civil society organizations, as well as

UN and EU field missions. The workshop identified enabling factors and good practices to

promote and advance women's meaningful participation in peace operations and peace

processes.
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Update on EU CSDP Missions and Operations

Over the last six months, several EU Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions
and operations were extended. The EU currently has 16 CSDP missions and operations
deployed worldwide, ten of which are civilian and six are military missions.

On 13 May the EU Council extended the mandate of the EU Advisory Mission (EUAM) in
Ukraine until 31 May 2021 and approved a U 54 million budget for the next two years. On
28 June the mandates of the = EU coordinating office for Palestinian police support (EUPOL
COPPS)as well as of the dormant  EU border assistance mission for the Rafah crossing point
(EU BAM Rafah) were extended until 30 June 2020.

The EU Council decided on 26 September to extend the mandate of EUNAVFOR MED
Operation Sophia by six months, until 31 March 2020, however not deploying naval vessels.

Based on a crisis management concept (CMC), approved by the Council on 21
November 2019, the EU established on 9 December 2019 a CSDP civilian Advisory Mission
in the CAR (EUAM RCA). Ahead of the CMC the EU conducted a scoping study to CAR,
which was joined by DPO. EUAM RCA is expected to be launched in the spring of 2020
and will support the reform of internal security forces and provide advise to the CAR
authorities at the strategic level. EUAM RCA is set to cooperate closely with the EU Training
Mission (EUTM RCA) and the United Nations Peacekeeping Mission MINUSCA.
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The former EU High Representative/Vice -President (HR/

VP) Federica Mogherini  (pictured left) concluded her

five.year mandate on 1 December 2019.
foreign policy chief, Mogherini faced a number of

challenges including in Africa, the Middle -East and in

the Western Balkans. Nevertheless, Mogherini also set

her own priorities, by playing a prominent role in

concluding and maintaining the Joint Comprehensive

Plan of Action with Iran as well as taking forward the

EUG6s security andThowh theh Glebalpol i cvy
Strategy of 2016 she set strategic prioriti
external action, taking forward the principles of
ostrategic autonomydé and oOostrategic
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The former HR/VP promoted cooperation with the United Nations by supporting mediation
in Syria and Libya. She sought other ways to promote multilateralism by hosting for
example, the Brussels Conferences on Syria and helping establish the International Contact
Group on Venezuela.

Through a partnership approach, Mogherini ai med to
world and expand cooperation with other international organisations, particularly the
African Union.
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To mark the 70th anniversary of the Alliance , NATO convened a Leaders Meeting in

London on 3 to 4 December 2019. The United Kingdom as a founding member and

London as the home of NATOds first headquarter was
meeting, leaders discussed the future of the alliance with a focus on geopolitical

concerns, operations and burden  -sharing.

The cooperation between the UN and NATO currently takes places on the basis of the
Joint Declaration on UN -NATO Secretariat cooperation , renewed in 2018. Building on the
original Joint Declaration, signed in September 2008, it sets out priority areas for future
cooperation, including support to UN peace operations, countering terrorism, the
protection of civilians, and promoting the Women, Peace and Security agenda.

In line with the joint declaration the next round of UN -NATO staff talks is scheduled for
Spring 2020.
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UN-EU Framework on Counter -Terrorism

The UN-EU framework on Counter -Terrorism, was
signed on 24 April 2019 during the  second
Leader 6s Di al o g-Teeorismm in ewu
York, following its endorsement by the Foreign
Affairs Council of the EU. The Framework for UN -
EU cooperation on countering terrorism and

preventing  violent
capacity building to

prevent and counter violent extremism (PCVE)
in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia, as well as
support to the development of national and
regional PCVE action plans promoting youth
engagement and gender perspectives.

extremism  promotes
counter terrorism and
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It also addresses support to victims of terrorism and the evolving threat of
foreign terrorist fighters through the establishment of Advanced Passenger Information/
Passenger Name Records (API/PNR) systems.

Di scussions during the second Leaderds Dialogue ref
Framework, supplemented with areas of common concern such as countering the

financing of terrorism and terrorist narratives as well as UN principles on the treatment of

women and children with links to UN listed terrorist groups

The Dialogue was co

-convened by Vladimir Voronkov , USG of the UN Office of Counter -

Terrorism and Pedro Serrano , DSG at the EEAS, with the participation of  Gilles de Kerchove ,
European Union Counter -Terrorism Coordinator, and representatives from the European
Commission. USG Voronkov led a delegation of representatives from 22 UN Global Counter
-Terrorism Coordination Compact entities, including CTED, DPO, DPPA, UNODC, UNDP,
OHCRH, UNESCO the Office of the Special Advisor for Africa and UNODA among others.

An update of the Framework is scheduled for the summer of 2020, following the third UN -EU
Leader ds Di al o g+lerorism takiD@ place ire Brussels in the spring of 2020. The
2018 deployment of a UNOCT liaison officer as part of the UN Liaison Office for Peace and
Security in Brussels will continue to facilitate cooperation between the UN and the EU on

Counter -Terrorism.
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On 25 April, the EU and the UN launched a joint project to prevent acts of nuclear
terrorism through the promotion of the universal ratification and effective implementation

of the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (ICSANT)
It will be jointly implemented by UNCCT and UNODC during the next three years.

During his visit to Brussels in December 2019, USG Voronkov and Koen Doens, Director -
General for Development Cooperation of the European Commission, signed a
contribution agreement for the UN-EU Countering Terrorist Travel Partnership. This

programme aims to

enhance the detection capabilities of selected partner countries  to

stem the flow of foreign terrorist fighters and serious criminals, as well as to strengthen
regional cooperation to counter terrorism. The EU funding will support a three -year joint
project within the global UN Countering Terrorist Travel Programme to assist partner
countries in building their Passenger Information Units (PIUs), which collect, analyze, and
share passenger data, including Advance Passenger Information (APl) and Passenger

Name Record (PNR),

in accordance with international standards, practices law , and

human rights obligations. The joint project will also have a maritime component.
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A New Geopolitical Commission

From 23 to 26 May 2019, 515 Million
citizens were called to vote in European
Parliament (EP) elections. The highest
voter turnout since 1994 resulted in a
more fragmented EP compared to its
previous composition. The centre -right
European Peopl eds Par
as a winner with 182 seats, with the
centre left Progressive Alliance of
Socialists and Democrats (S&D) in
second place with 154 seats. The liberal
group Renew Europe (formerly ALDE)
won 108 seats partly because of its
association with the French party La
Republique en Marche (LREM).
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The Green/European Free Alliance group increased its number of seats by 23 to 74. Other
results included 73 seats for the Identity and Democracy Group (ID), 62 seats for the
European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR), and 41 for the Confederal Group of

the European United Left/Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL). The EP currently has 57 non -
attached Members.

On 30 June the EU leaders nominated then German Defence Minister Ursula von der Leyen
(pictured above with former President Jean -Claude Juncker) as European Commission
President. Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel was named as the new President of the
European Council. IMF Chief  Christine Lagarde was nominated as President of the
European Central Bank, while Spanish Foreign Minister,  Josep Borrell , was nominated as HR/
VP. For the first time in the history of the EU, two women hold the most powerful EU

positions. On 3 July, Members of the European Parliament (MEPSs) elected David Sassoli as
President of the European Parliament. After outlining her key priorities to MEPs on 16 of July,
von der Leyends proposed Col |l ege of Commi ssioner s

November and assumed office on 1 December.

Von der Leyen heads a College of 26 European Commissioners , composed of 15 men and
11 women, with three Executive Vice Presidents (EVPs) in charge of driving forward key

policy priorities, wi t h Frans Ti mmer mans i n char g
Margrethe Vestager for omaking Europe fit for t he
responsi ble for o0an economy that works for the peopl
The new HR/VP Josep Borrell (pictured left) is responsible for
foreign policy. I n his role he wildl c ha
0a Stronger Europe in the Worlddé. Borre

and former President of the EP. In terms of key priorities, he has

highlighted  the Western Balkans, the wider European

neighbourhood (to the east and south) and more engagement

by EU CSDP missions, whether in the Sahel, which he perceives

as Othe true sout her the Hoonrofl Africa oo f Europe
elsewhere.

An innovation appears in the field of defence with the
establishment of a  new Directorate -General for Defence
Industry and Space under the responsibility of Thierry Breton the

I NBRAGAY 9dNE LIS yComnvssiorey xferytbe Internal Market, Industry and Defence
portfolio.















